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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

Judge William Webster
Director

MESSAGE TO TOMORROW'’S PACESETTERS

The Class of 1941. It doesn't seem like 47 years ago. The memories are
strong. Ours was the largest class to have graduated from Webster Groves
High School up to that time—some 250 of us. And plenty of talent and ability.
We had won the Little Brown Jug at the last Turkey-day contest and many of
our stars on the field were headed off to play (and work) at colleges across
the country.

What we didn't know at that time was that before the year was out our
country would be at war. Everything changed, but the teamwork and team spirit
we had learned at Webster High became vitally important as we enlist-
ed to do our part in World War |l.

Not everyone can be a football hero. | certainly wasn't. But | did participate in activities where [ could grow
and occasionally make a difference. | wanted to be a lawyer so | went out for debating. We had a crack team which
toured Missouri and surrounding states. The only team sport which didn't conflict was wrestling so | went out for
wrestling. | was a better debater than a wrestler but | improved enough to make the freshman team at
Amherst, as well as the soccer team. | parlayed my work on The Echo to become Chairman of the Board of the
Ambherst Student after the war.

in my post college years, | have enjoyed horseback riding, which | learned at Webster in the Riding Club, as
well as tennis, swimming and skiing. In addition to the discipline and spirit which comes from such participation, !
have made many valued and lasting friendships.

I'm delighted that Webster’s athletic program is faring well. The basketball and soccer teams enjoyed banner
seasons last year and my hometown is pulling for a successful football team this fall.

I have found that success in sports, and life in general, depends on perseverance. It depends on building
the trust and confidence of others in order to achieve a common goal. it depends on playing hard, but playing fair.
And, perhaps most important, it depends on an ability and willingness to fully commit the resources of the mind
and the heart.

Beating Kirkwood High on Thanksgiving was exhilirating when [ was a high school student, just as it is now.
Winningis important in sports and in our society as awhole. A genuine winner plays by the rules, accepts discipline,
and takes responsibility for mistakes. | have met many of these winners in my lifetime—men and women of charac-
ter—and they have earned the respect and admiration of their colleagues and competitors.

It doesn't really matter whether you are a running back on the football team or a miler on the track team;
whether you play clarinet in the school band or sing in the school choir: whether you speak on the debating team or
report for The Echo. What matters is the integrity and level of commitment you bring to whatever field you choose.

Let me say a word for the “rooters.” every team knows the importance of community support. In getting
behind our teams, in good seasons and bad, in cheering them on, we demonstrate our community support. Our
country would be better off if we did more clapping for each other.

Whatever your role in life, and virtually all avenues are open to you, the key is participation—being part of the
solution, whether at the high school fevel, the college level, or out in the business world. It is the willingness and
enthusiasm to make a contribution that brings forth the best within us. Sports and other extracurricular activi-

ties are excellent places to channel your efforts, and | hope all of you achieve the goals you set for yourselves.
Go Statesmen!

William Webster
Class of 1941
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